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Space Science
Issue date: Tuesday 16 October 2012

Introducing a Special issue to 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the first British satellite.
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In 1962, Ariel 1, the first ever British satellite, was 
launched from cape canaveral: making Britain the 
third nation in history to have its own satellite, after 
the uSA and uSSr. In the 50 years since, British 
scientists, universities and companies have played 
a major role in the exploration of space, making this 
an anniversary that fully deserves to be celebrated.

While previous astronomical Stamp issues have looked 
at galaxies far, far away, Space Science explores 
Britain’s contribution to the work of the european 
Space Agency’s investigation of our own solar system. 

This work has enabled missions such as the Mars 
Express and the Cassini-Huygens probe to capture 
these stunning pictures of fiery particles, passing 
asteroids, alien clouds and remarkably earth-like 
landscapes. each image has also been carefully 
cropped and captioned to highlight the advanced 
science behind each mission, as well as the wonders 
of the astronomical bodies themselves.

The result is a Special issue of exceptional beauty 
and scientific interest, which includes a First Day cover 
and fascinating Presentation Pack.

From Ariel 1 to the surface of the sun

CASSINI
Study of Saturn

the eSA’s cassini probe has 
crossed more than 800 
million miles of space to 
reveal the strange beauty 
of the icy rings of Saturn, 
which have been illuminated 
in the chosen image by light 
from the sun.

SOHO
Investigate the sun

the eSA’s Solar and 
Heliospheric Observatory 
(SoHO) sits midway between 
the Earth and the Sun, 
collecting stunningly 
detailed images of fiery 
particles being ejected 
from the solar surface.

ROSETTA
Encounter minor bodies

En route to a meeting with 
the comet Churyumov-
Gerasimenko, the eSA 
probe Rosetta had a close 
encounter with the Lutetia 
asteroid in the asteroid 
belt between the orbits 
of mars and Jupiter. 

HUYGENS
First landing

In 2005, the eSA’s Huygens 
probe parachuted through 
the atmosphere of Saturn’s 
largest moon to land on 
titan’s surface. the featured 
image was captured on 
the way to this historic 
encounter. 

VENUS EXPRESS
Understand Atmosphere

the eSA’s Venus express 
probe has flown millions 
of miles across our solar 
system to send back images, 
including the clouds in the 
southern hemisphere of the 
second planet from the sun.

MARS EXPRESS
Investigate Climate

the eSA’s mars express 
probe has captured 
astonishingly clear pictures 
of the ‘red planet’, including 
images that clearly show  
ice, and therefore water, 
in a collossal, 35km wide  
impact crater.
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Price £5.30
Code AS826

Heavenly images 
The Mint Stamps 
feature six exquisite 
photographs captured 
by ESA probes, 
complete with 
explanatory captions.

Mint Stamps



Buy now!
First Day Covers 

only available until 

16 Oct 
Don’t miss out. This  

date cannot be extended.
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Standard Royal Mail 
postmark

Alternative postmark

Your address will 
be printed here

Price £5.80
Code AP367

Stellar facts 
Visually stunning and 
packed with fascinating 
facts from astronomy 
journalist Dr Stuart 
Clark, the Presentation 
Pack, which contains all 
six Special Stamps, 
really does take you on a 
journey of discovery.

Presentation Pack

Price Inland £6.84
Price Overseas £5.70
Code AF361 

This striking First Day 
Cover has all six Special 
Stamps affixed and 
cancelled with your 
choice of a Tallents 
House or Star, Gaerwen 
Gwynedd postmark. It 
also contains a filler 
card detailing each of 
the featured missions.

First Day Cover
Stamps

Your name and 
address will be 
printed here
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Price £2.70
Code AQ189

Astronomical scale 
The images on our 
Space Science stamps 
really are out of this 
world, so they look even 
more magnificent when 
revealed in all their glory 
at postcard size.

Stamp Cards

Order in a way that suits you
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Complete the order form or use a separate sheet of paper, including your debit/credit card details, cheque or postal order and send to Royal Mail, FREEPOST EH3647, EDINBURGH, 
Scotland EH12 9PE. If posting from overseas, return your form to Royal Mail, Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, EDINBURGH, Scotland EH12 9PB (stamp required). You 
can also order online at www.royalmail.com/spacescience or by phone on 08457 641 641 (+44 131 316 7483 from overseas) quoting media code 13FBN. 
If you need to change your address details (as shown overleaf) or would like to send a personalised First Day cover as a gift, please continue on a separate sheet. First Day Covers with 
the Tallents House postmark can only be ordered using first or by calling 08457 641 641.

Space Science Code Price Quantity Total
orders of First Day covers only do not attract a handling fee.
First Day Cover — Stamps

Inland – Tallents House postmark AF361 £6.84 £

 – Alternative postmark AF361 £6.84 £

Overseas – Tallents House postmark AF361 £5.70 £

 – Alternative postmark AF361 £5.70 £
other orders attract one of the following handling fees: uK £1.45, europe £1.55, rest of World £2.15. For bulky handling fees: uK £2.95, europe £5.00, rest of World £14.00. one fee will be charged per order, 
per address. the bulky handling fee will apply to mixed orders where at least one of the products is a bulky item.

Mint Stamps AS829 £5.30 £

Presentation Pack AP367 £5.80 £

Stamp Cards (6 in set) AQ189 £2.70 £

Sub total £

Postage £

Total £

13FBN

Tick here if you would like to receive information by email Tick here if your order is a gift (please provide  
address on a separate sheet)

first is not for me, please DO NOT send any future editions 

the information you provide will be held under the Data Protection Act 1998 and will be used by royal mail Group Ltd, including Parcelforce Worldwide and Post office Ltd.  
We may want to contact you from time to time with details of other products and services available from us. If you do not want this, please tick the box.
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